
NATURE PLAY



HOW WE PLAY 
THE NATURE WAY

THREE KEYS FOR GREAT 

NATURE PLAY                       

1. The right kind of PLACE       

Good nature play requires land 

that is not too protected and is 

wild -at least in childrenès eyes.

2. The right kind of PLAY   

Outdoor, åchild-centeredæ play is 

the goal: play that children 

themselves initiate, guide, 

change, or abandon.

3. The right kind of RE-PLAY                 

Frequent outdoor nature play is 

key to developing memories 

and love of nature throughout a 

childès life.  This level of 

frequency may be the hardest 

aspect of nature play to restore. 



BENEFITS OF 
NATURE PLAY

1. Makes Kids Healthier              
Regular habits of active play during 

childhood are one of the best 

predictors of active adulthoods.  

2. Makes Kids Smarter                      
Thevariety provided by nature 

stimulates and develops a childès 

body and offers an added boost to 

the development of the brain. 

3. Makes Kids Feel Better
Outdoor play in green settings 

reduces the symptoms of attention-

deficit hyperactivity disorder in 

children.

4. Good For The Earth            
Frequent, unstructured childhood 

play in natural settings has been 

found to be the most common 

influence on the development of 

life-long conservation values.



WOOD



ROBINIA WOOD

ÅNorna products are sustainably 

harvested and FSC-certified

Å In untreated condition, Robinia

will first get a golden color, and 

then turn grayish like any other 

untreated wood

ÅRobinia logs consist entirely of 

heartwood

ÅHighest pressure and bending 

strength and is suitable for 

making playground equipment 

due to its durability in contact 

with the soil

https://norna-playgrounds.com/information/fscr-certificeret


CEDAR
Å Has a smooth and soft finish

ÅLighter than hardwood but itès not 

weak due to this lightness

Å Resistant to rot when it comes into 

contact with the soil

Å Natural insect and water repellant 

making it a low-effort choice

Å Dries out quickly after rain or snow

Å Known for its pleasant aroma and 

appealing smell

Å Recyclable and sustainable

Å Organic and inviting look



THEMED 



POLYFIBERCRETE

Å Non-abrasive climbing grip offers 

safety and durability

Å Does not crack or shatter

Å Lightweight synthetic concrete 

sandstone textured material molded 

into solid play structures and site 

furnishings

Å Patented process of cellular concrete, 

polymer additives, molds, sand, air 

bubbles, and sandblasting

ÅMajor advantages - solid, heavy 

structures that are of uniform 

composition and color throughout



ROPES
Å Easy to maintain ãquick repairs

Å Creates a sense of adventure

Å Good sightline and visibility for 

parents watching kids play

Å Good exercise, activates core 

muscles, balance

Å Challenges older kids, multi-level age 

range playability

Å Encourages kids to be risk takers!

Å Steel core makes it vandal resistant



GLASS FIBER 
REINFORCED 
CONCRETE

Å Look of real wood with manufactured 

product

Å Lightweight, durable material that 

can be cast into nearly unlimited 

shapes, colors and textures

Å Endless theme options

Å Sustainable - uses less cement than 

equivalent concrete and often uses 

significant quantities of recycled 

materials



SURFACING



WOOD FIBER

ÅReduces injuries after a fall or 

tumble

ÅHas high impact absorbing 

qualities yet firm, slip resistant 

surface that, if  properly installed, 

will meet accessibility guidelines

ÅVery economical

ÅPure natural material means no 

negative health or environmental 

effects

ÅEasy to maintain

ÅEnvironmentally friendly



ARTIFICIAL TURF

ÅSoft and fluffy underfoot

ÅCleaner than wood fiber, dirt and 

real grass

ÅNever slippery, and it drains away 

moisture far faster than natural 

grass

ÅTough and long lasting

ÅLittle to no maintenance

ÅAlways looks good, even in a 

drought



RUBBERIZED 
SURFACING

ÅAllows for a wide range of color 

options

ÅEconomical, quick to install, 

saves on labor costs

ÅEasily adjusts for thickness 

variances or less than optimal 

landscape levels

ÅNever compacts or shifts over 

time regardless of the amount of 

traffic

ÅAccommodates foot or wheel 

traffic

ÅBeing porous, the surface also 

quickly dries



SAND

ÅEconomical

ÅEasy to install

ÅProvides good impact absorption

ÅDoes not easily support microbial 

growth

ÅEndless opportunities for 

imaginative play

ÅGreat tactile, sensory play

ÅCan make into mud for more 

types of sensory play


































